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From Traditional Society to Network Society: The Historical
Evolution of the Stranger Theory and Its Political Communication Values
KE Ze

Abstract: Georg Simmel, as well as Robert Ezra Park and Zygmunt Bauman, defined the concept of
“stranger” from the perspective of sociology. They studied on the condition and environment of the emer-
gence of strangers and how the strangers change the social structure, social stratification, social inter-
action as well as its results. However, their research did not touch on the political role and political com-
munication function of strangers in modern society. Therefore, this paper put forward the idea that the
study of strangers’ political meanings and value, especially the political communication value of political
strangers in western network society, is the new area in the study of the stranger theory.

Key words: strangers; political value; political communication; network society
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