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The Impact of the US-EU Transatlantic Climate Cooperation
on China and its Countermeasures
XIAO Lan-lan

Abstract: Since the beginning of the international climate negotiations, the climate issue has entered the
framework of transatlantic relations between the United States and the European Union, and has gradu-
ally become an important topic of bilateral cooperation. At present, both sides have strong willingness to
cooperate on the climate issue, what’s more, frequent interaction and important progress has been made
in institutional construction and specific policy areas. The similarity in strategic cognition, response
measures and value orientation has laid an important political foundation for the cooperation between the
two sides. Reshaping the leadership of the United States and Europe, mastering the initiative in the for-
mulation of international carbon rules and occupying the commanding height of future low-carbon eco-
nomic development are the international strategic drivers of their cooperation. Meanwhile, the two sides
have obvious differences on some issues, which have hindered the further deepening of coopera-
tion. There is no doubt that the transatlantic climate cooperation between the United States and Europe
has a profound implication in addressing China’s “strategic challenges” and will inevitably have an impor-
tant impact on China’s climate policy, development space and climate diplomacy. Therefore, China
should fully understand and make use of the differences between the United States and Europe on climate
policy, properly handle the cooperation and game relations with both sides, actively participate in the
formulation and improvement of international carbon rules to enhance the international voice of the car-
bon market, expand the scope of China’s carbon emission rights trading market, improve its trading
mechanism, promote clean energy development and low-carbon technology innovation, and strengthen
the autonomy of the national green strategy.

Key words: global climate governance; transatlantic climate cooperation; international carbon rules;

carbon neutral; China
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