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Research on Judicial Recognition of Hazardous Waste in
the Crime of Environmental Pollution
HUANG Hong-xia

Abstract: As the object of regulation of environmental pollution crimes, hazardous wastes occupy an
important position in distinguishing crimes from non-crimes and this crime from the other crime. The
rules of judicial recognition of hazardous waste established by the current relevant judicial interpretations
and documents of judicial interpretation play an indispensable guiding role in practice, but at the same
time are limited by the openness of enumerated provisions, the disconnection with the rules of evidence
for administrative enforcement, and the preconceived notion of judges under the strict punishment mind-
set, resulting in new application dilemmas such as blurred distinctions of the category of hazardous
waste, varied names and classes of evidence, and the risk of judicial administrativeization. Therefore, it
is necessary to strengthen the typological construction of the category of hazardous waste from an inter-
pretive perspective, to construct a unified benchmark of proof from the perspective of the interface be-
tween administrative enforcement and criminal justice, and to correct the bias in the judicial recognition
of hazardous waste from the perspective of reorientation.

Key words: crime of environmental pollution; hazardous waste; category attributes; benchmarks of

proof; judicial recognition

(REHE iR



