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The Double Logical Threads of Rolston’s View of
Environmental Ethics
ZHOU Guo-wen, HU Dan

Abstract: The uniqueness of Rolston’s theory of intrinsic value in nature is that it embodies double logi-
cal clues: one is the logical clue with the theme of “from nature to culture”, and the other is “from cul-
ture to nature”. These two logical threads, which complement each other, are also the internal support
for Rolston’s environmental ethics. Rolston pointed out that nature and culture are closely linked and in-
tertwined, and his belief is to demonstrate the complementarity between nature and culture, and his re-
sponsibility is to guide culture to correctly evaluate the nature we inhabit and protect its value. There-
fore, to fully clarify the dialectical relationship between the connotation of nature and culture, we must
pay attention to both its cultural perspective on nature, and its philosophical consideration of cultural
pro-nature orientation, and more importantly, from the three aspects of balancing natural values and

cultural ones, cultivating pro-nature moral love and playing the role of human intermediaries, we must

understand the practical turn of his environmental ethics to achieve the benign interaction between
nature and culture. However, there is a touch of utopia idea in Rolston’s environmental ethics as he ig-
nores the background of human objective practice and indulges into his own designed natural axiological
fantasy.

Key words: environmental ethics; natural values; cultural values; community of destiny
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