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The Regulatory Path of Judicial Application of “Carbon Sink
Subscription” under the “Dual Carbon” Goals
LIU Chao

Abstract: “Carbon sink subscription” is an innovative alternative remediation in China’s environmental
judicial practice in the past two years. Recently, it has been positioned as a guarantee mechanism for the
“dual carbon” goals of judicial services, which has been popularized and applied in many provinces. The
key to whether “carbon sink subscription” can serve the “dual carbon goals” depends on whether it can
achieve the mechanism effect of carbon emission reduction or carbon sink growth. “Carbon sink sub-
scription” is expected to achieve alternative remediation, which must be based on the premise that it can-
not be remediated directly but conforms to the order of remediation strategies and follows the applicable
boundaries of alternative remediation responsibility methods. Empirical analysis of the current cases of
“carbon sink subscription” shows that the judicial application of it fails to take direct remediation as the
pre-procedure, to reflect the sequence choice of ecological environment remediation strategies, to demon-
strate the core goal of ecological environment remediation, and to build the internal relationship between
alternative remediation and “dual carbon” goals. Under this circumstance, we should standardize the ju-
dicial application of “carbon sink subscription” from several aspects, such as constructing the relation-
ship between “carbon sink subscription” and increasing carbon sink, clarifying the conditions of judicial
application of “carbon sink subscription” and the scope of it, and specifying the alternative remediation
scheme of “carbon sink subscription”.

Key words: “carbon sink subscription”; “dual carbon goals”; alternative remediation; direct remedia-

tion



