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Science, Politics and Policy: A Pluralistic Logic to Explain
Global Climate Crisis Governance
ZHENG Shi-ming. HE Yujie

Abstract: To explain the process and internal mechanism of global climate crisis governance, this paper
reviews the main events of global climate crisis governance from the scientific, political, and policy per-
spectives and then classifies them into early governance stage, co-governance stage, cooperative frustra-
ted stage, governance stagnancy stage, and negotiation breakthrough stage. The study finds that cli-
mate crisis governance is a scientific issue, as well as a political and policy one. The governance of the
global climate crisis has gone through the science-led, policy-led, politics-led process, and then re-
turned to the policy-led governance process. The three types of scientific, political, and policy logic
have a rule-based mechanism that can either facilitate or hinder the process of climate governance.

Key words: climate change; global climate crisis governance; scientific logic; political logic; policy

logic



