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On the Original Contribution of Xi Jinping’s Ecological Civilization
Thought and Its Contemporary Value
WANG Yu-—chen

Abstract: Xi Jinping’s ecological civilization thought is based on the historical orientation of the practice
of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era and the ecological turn of the development of hu-
man civilization. On the basis of Marxist ecological thought, it is the result of the inheritance and original
reform of human ecological thought It not only regards ecological civilization as a new form of civiliza-
tion after industrial civilization, but also as an essential attribute of socialist society. Starting from the
reality that China is in the primary stage of socialism and the transform of the main contradiction of Chi-
nese society, the thought requires that “development” has to be taken as the top priority of the Party’s
governance, which means that it is a high-quality development led by scientific and technological innova-
tion and achieved by the way of ecological civilization development, and the purpose and value of devel-
opment is positioned to meet the people’s yearning for and pursuit of a better life. The ecological civiliza-
tion theory innovation must lead to the innovation of the practice for the construction of ecological civili-
zation In this way, the requirements of socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics is different
from the one-sided and deformed modernization of the West, in which material and spirit, man and man
and man and nature are in serious confrontation, and the poor get poorer and the rich get
richer Instead, it adheres to Chinese-type modernization which sticks to Five-Sphere Integrated Plan,
features coordinated and concerted progress of the “five civilizations”, includes common prosperity and
harmonious coexistence between man and nature, and further creates a new form of human civilization
and provides a new choice for developing countries to explore the road of modernization while maintai-
ning their independence.

Key words: Xi Jinping thought of ecological civilization; Marxist ecological thought; thought of human

ecological civilization; ecological civilization



