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Social Ecological Transformation as Political Philosophy
LI Xue-jiao

Abstract: As a theory of political philosophy, Social Ecological Transformation constitutes a holistic
criticism of contemporary (ecological) capitalist social (natural) relations In terms of its development
stages and main theoretical models, Social Ecological Transformation has been projected into multiple
transformation theories and practices in different countries or regions since the Great Transformation,
such as the “Critical Political Ecology Theory” in Germany and Austria, the “De-growth” in Spain,
France and Italy, and the “Beyond Development” in Latin America, as well as the Socialist Ecological
Civilization in China. Therefore, it is not only a frontier expression of the emerging green left-wing poli-
tics, but also a radical transformative discourse and practices with both material critical force and spiritu-
al value orientation. To some extent, the analysis of its implication as political philosophy, the presen-
tation of its theoretical forms and the prediction of the likely challenges will be helpful to provide a clear
theoretical analysis framework for an alternative ambition based on radical transformation.

Key words: social ecological transformation; political philosophy; eco-socialism; eco-capitalism;

Green Left
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