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Abstract Domination of Machines over Workers in the
Era of Artificial Intelligence

— Three Critical Dimensions of Subjectivity Philosophy
CHENG Meng

Abstract: To reflect on the subjective dilemma of the profound transformation of the traditional social
status of the working class caused by the replacement of human physical ability and human intelligence
by machines, we must surpass the non historical value position of “technology determinism” of “non
critical positivism” or “technology threat theory” of “non critical idealism” . Starting from the three bas-
ic dimensions of the relationship between man and nature, man and society, man and self and the
world, natural science and technology respectively promote the construction, alienation and reverse
phagocytosis of three different modernity subjects: cognitive subject, right subject and desire sub-
ject. First of all, machines are the labor material for workers”’ rational understanding and transformation
of the nature; the “deskilling ” of machines in the information age has accelerated the birth of a new co-
operative form of “non-material labor” that blurs the boundary between production and life. Capital has
increasingly become the life power to absorb intellectual resources independently to comprehensively
plan and create surplus value. Secondly, the bourgeoisie, which takes technical rationality, especially
algorithmic governance, as an important ruling mode, puts the proletariat that should enjoy the fruits
of political liberation rights of life, property, freedom and equality into a “useless class” that conceals
and maintains the current totalitarian hierarchical structure. Finally, the landscape symbols in the con-
sumption field capture the digital virtual needs of manipulation through the mass media, and fill the ide-
ological illusion of workers’ freedom and liberation in their leisure time In this way, the capitalization
application of the machine system finally produces the overall discipline of workers” activities from pro-
duction to consumption, from material to spirit. Based on the historical materialism of “forming the pro-
letariat into a class” clarified by Marx, the revolutionary task of the “Luddites”, who ask for urgent re-
construction of the main position of history in the new, era depends on breaking the monopoly of capital-
ism on artificial intelligence and consciously transforming them into a “indicator” towards the Commu-
nist “free man union” .

Key words: machine capitalization; artificial intelligence; non material labor; useless class; symbolic

consumption



