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Motherhood, Social Interaction, Environmental Pollution
Perception and Environmental Behaviors of Chinese Mothers
GONG Wenjuan, PENG Yuan-chun, SUN Min

Abstract: According to the theories of socialization and social structure, the intimate relationship be-
tween mothers and environment is natural. Are Chinese mothers more environmentally friendly in real
life? Based on the data of CGSS2013, this paper describes the daily environmental behavior of Chinese
mothers. On account of the considerations of the relationship between objective structure and subjective
experience and the environmental behaviors of mother groups in life practice, the influencing factors and
paths of environmental behaviors of Chinese mothers in terms of motherhood, social interaction and en-
vironmental pollution perception are discussed in this paper. The results show that fathers are more ac-
tive in the public domain, while non mothers are more active than mothers in both private and public
spheres. Media use, environmental pollution perception and education have significant direct impact on
mother’s environmental behaviors In addition, media use and social interaction also have indirect impact
on mother’s environmental behaviors by environmental pollution perception. As a space practice in daily
life, the environmental behaviors of Chinese mothers are affected by multi-path and complexity from en-
vironmental pollution perception It’s very important for the construction of ecological society to stimu-
late the “Pro-environment” consciousness of mother groups and provide more comprehensive social sup-
port and social welfare security for mother groups in different life cycles.

Key words: motherhood; social interaction; environmental pollution perception; environmental behav-
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