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On Jonathan Hughes Ecological Defense of Marx's
Theory of Productivity
HU Yun-hao

Abstract: As a famous contemporary ecological Marxist, Jonathan Hughes firmly opposes the western
green critics’ ecological accusations against Marx’s productivity theory, and tries to prove that the theory
is compatible with the understanding of environmental issues and their restricting factors. He uses his-
torical materialism to clarify the universality and ecological dependence of Marx's concept of labor process
in the framework of understanding the causal relationship between man and nature. Adhering to the main
viewpoints of political economics, he demonstrates that the revolutionary effect of the development of
technological productivity needs to be realized in the form of ecological benign in the study of the dialec-
tical relationship between productivity, technology and ecological environment. Following the basic prin-
ciples of communism, he shows Marx's socialist form characterized by ecological constraints, production
development and needs enrichment in the theoretical model of the need for ternary structure. Although
there are some theoretical shortcomings in this defense, such as absence of dialectics, lack of political
guidance, contempt for production relations and exaggeration of the role of needs, it still provides green
enlightenment for the construction of socialist ecological civilization from the aspects of thinking mode,
production mode, technology innovation and consumption mode.

Key words: Marx; Hughes; productivity; ecological Marxism



