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Modernity Rediscovering, Environmental Transformation
and Governance: A Value Compatibility Perspective
ZHAO Chuang

Abstract; Today’ s social life can’t avoid the strong influence of characteristics and values of modernity,
and there is a complicated relationship among modernity, environment and governance. Modernity is
criticized for environmental pollution and risks, but it is not impossible to establish a positive, compati-
ble value relationship between modernity and environmental transformation. Although there are conflicts
between certain modern values and environmental values, the concept of progress, science and equality,
which is compatible with environmental values, has nurtured and contributed to the environmental
transformation of modern society. After the transformation, environmental protection leads to the con-
flict of values in the form of dichotomy. Environmental protection and its policies are more deeply and
comprehensively intertwined with modern problems, then the search for environmental justice provides
a discourse space and value response In order to deal with the complex and multifaceted modern environ-
mental problems afterwards, environmental governance is supposed to seek and present its rationality in
a comprehensive manner; furthermore, it is more important to establish and maintain trust, which is
closely related to the characteristics and values of modernity.

Key words: modernity; environmental governance; modern values
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