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Who will Continue to Lead Global Climate Governance
in Post COVID -19 Era
— The EU’s Decline and Counterattack

KOU Jingna, ZHANG Rui

Abstract; The global climate governance mechanism is not a linear continuum, but an intermittent equi-
librium pattern of stagnation and leapfrogging, in which leaders dissatisfied with the status quo are the
driving force behind the breakthroughs in climate governance. The European Union has always been
committed to playing a leading role in global climate governance. Facing weak global governance in the
post-Paris era, EU has been attempting to reinvigorate its leadership through measures including the Eu-
ropean Green Deal , financial guarantee scheme, carbon border tax since the end of 2019, and has con-
tinued to strengthen and deepen the impact and effectiveness of its reinvention actions even after the out-
break of new coronary pneumonia in 2020. However, the epidemic remains a significant variable that
makes climate negotiations more complex and uncertain, and makes it difficult for EU to return to the
peak state of the Paris Agreement. At the same time, given China’s effective countermeasures against
the epidemic and its commitment to achieve “carbon neutrality” by 2060, as well as the clarity of the
U. S election, the paper concluded that a tripartite cooperation and leadership in global climate govern-
ance will be the most feasible and realistic option in the post COVID -19 era.

Key words: climate governance; COVID -19; EU; European Green Deal; carbon neutrality
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