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Relay Construction;: The Social Construction Process and
Logic of Environmental Problems

— Analysis from the Perspective of ENGO Niche
ZHONG Xingju, LUO Shi-xing

Abstract: Even for the same environmental pollution risks, only a few environmental issues are recog-
nized by the public and enter the public policy agenda. Why Compound environmental management at-
tempts to bridge the multiple subjects, but there is a lack of systematic discussion on the systematic and
dynamic phases of multi-level construction of environmental issues by different types of ENGO. Based on
the process comparative analysis of three typical cases, this article proposes the problem construction
explanation logic of “multiple niche—relay construction—environmental problems policization” from the
perspective of organizational “niche” and “social construction process”. The study found that: (1) Based
on the standards of environmental governance event flow stage, professionalism and functional positio-
ning, ENGOs are divided into three major niches: pre-niche, mid-niche and post-niche. (2) The multr
niche ENGO’s action strategy for successful construction of environmental issues highlights the multi
stage integration characteristics: multi-level resource mobilization, all-media use, image expressions
diversified media symbols, multi-level practice of environmental justice, and internal and external strat-
egies echo etc. (3) Through the awakening of top-down environmental protection awareness and the
bottom-up public environmental protection advocacy process, a relay construction model of environmen-
tal issues from professional discourse to public action practice is formed.

Key words: Environmental Non-Governmental Organization (ENGO); environmental issues; relay

construction; niche



