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The Mechanism and Typical Mode of Atmospheric Environment
Policy Implementation Gap from the Perspective of Configuration

— Fuzzy Set Qualitative Comparative Analysis Based on 61 Cases
WEN Hong, LI Feng-shan

Abstract: The environmental governance paradox illustrates the atmospheric environment policy imple-
mentation gap. Based on the 61 cities monitored by the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, this paper
uses the fuzzy set qualitative comparative analysis method (fsSQCA) to construct an analysis framework
of “organization-subject-process”, discussing the effect mechanism on atmospheric environment policy
implementation gap with different combinations of variables like organizational resource endowment,
goal clarity, political pressure, executive response, public demands, difficulty of implementation, and
control incentives. The study found that the consistency of all single conditional variables is less than
0. 9, indicating that these factors do not constitute the necessary conditions for the atmospheric environ-
ment policy implementation gap. Through multivariable configuration analysis, seven paths of atmos-
pheric environment policy implementation gap are obtained, and three typical modes of main body devia-
tion, structural deviation, and frame deviation are summarized according to the Boolean minimization
algorithm. Among them, the non-appearance of public demands is the core condition of all paths, and
the conditions such as weak organizational resource endowment, low political pressure, and high diffi-
culty in implementation are important factors for the occurrence of the atmospheric environment policy
implementation gap.
Key words: atmospheric environment; environmental governance paradox; policy implementation gap;
fuzzy set Qualitative Comparative Analysis (fsQCA)
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