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The Phenomenon of “Idol Convergence” in Social Network
and Its Convergence Consequences

— Empirical Analysis Based on Sina Weibo Samples
XU Xiang

Abstract: This paper clearly and creatively puts forward the theoretical concept and phenomenon of “idol
convergence” in social network, and empirically examines the phenomenon of “idol convergence” and its
macro effect and user convergence structure with sina Weibo samples. Latent semantic analysis (LSA) is
used to extract user content features and calculate similarity. On the basis of the macro level effect test
and individual level difference analysis of “idol convergence”, the paper concludes the evolution mecha-
nism of micro blog users’ monopolarization, narrowing and popularization, and the internal synchroni-
zation rather than independence or conflict of these paths. These evolutionary trends and laws of microb-
log users are not only the organic components of the logic embedded in the “idol convergence”, but also
the consequences of network information society which is in need of in-depth exploration.

Key words: idol convergence; microblog; user content production; content similarity; latent semantic

analysis
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