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Discrimination between Environmental Justice and Ecological Justice
MU Yanjie, HAN Zhe

Abstract: “Environmental justice” and “ecological justice” are two different concepts. There are great
differences in their historical origin, philosophical basis and research forms. The concepts of “environ-
mental justice” and “ecological justice” first appeared in academic papers, some of which mixed the two
concepts, thus forming the “debate” in today's academic circles. After in-depth analysis of the two con-
cepts, the view that environmental justice and ecological justice are “mixed” is not convincing, while the
view of “difference” is in line with the original meaning of the two concepts In the interpretation of the
value aim of ecological civilization, “ecological justice” pursues a way of “returning to the wilderness”,
but it does not put forward any methods and suggestions for reference, and its theory of “intrinsic value”
cannot pass scientific and rigorous demonstration. Therefore, the value aim of “ecological justice” has
the nature of romanticism and Utopia, while “environmental justice” is not similar to “ecological jus-
tice”. The “productive justice” pursued by “environmental justice” takes the transformation of social
production mode as its core goal, and determines the distribution of resources by “demand”, which can
truly realize the reasonable distribution of environmental evil and good things. Therefore, the value aim
of ecological civilization can only be environmental justice.

Key words: environmental justice; ecological justice; ecological civilization; purpose of value



