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On Marx’s Concept of Capital Modernity and Its Dialectical Stand
WANG Guang-ye

Abstract; Although Marx did not explicitly mention the term “Modernity” in his text, he was an early
thinker who reflected and criticized modernity. For Marx, modernity is essentially a kind of capital mo-
dernity. Capital is the subjective force that governs everything in modern society, liberating people from
the feudal and patriarchal personal attachment relationships and offering political freedom. At the same
time, it also makes people fall into the cage of modern “materialization” . Marx affirmed the progressive-
ness of capital modernity, thinking that it could bring about the change of social productivity and the in-
novation of the whole social appearance. However, Marx deeply criticized materialization, enslavement,
ecological crisis and depravity of human nature inherent in capital modernity, and attributed the crux of
the problem of modernity to the capital. To overcome the problems of modern society, it is necessary to
treat capital rationally, so that it no longer becomes a power to force people to work in pursuit of surplus
value,

Key words: modernity; capital; productivity; materialization
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