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Can Strengthening Intellectual Property Protection Promote the
Transformation and Upgrading of Chinas Industrial Structure
GUO Atjun, LEI Zhong-hao

Abstract: Using Chinese provincial panel data from 2008 to 2018, this paper tested the impact of intel-
lectual property protection level on the transformation and upgrading of industrial structure by adopting
bidirectional fixed effects model, intermediary effect model and spatial econometric model. The results
showed that: (1) strengthening intellectual property protection level can significantly enhance China’s
industrial structure rationalization and the upgrading, but there are regional heterogeneity: the influence
on the rationalization in eastern provinces is more significant than in central and western provinces; the
influence on the upgrading is the same in eastern provinces and in central and western provinces; (2) In-
tellectual property protection can indirectly promote the rationalization of industrial structure by promo-
ting the level of technological innovation, but it cannot influence its upgrading; (3) local intellectual
property protection level has negative spatial spillover effect on industrial transformation and upgrading
and technological innovation in other regions

Key words: intellectual property rights protection; transformation and upgrading of industrial struc-

ture; innovative country; technological innovation; spatial spillover
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