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On the Ecological Aesthetic Consciousness of Marxs Labor Theory
HU Jian-dong, MU Yanjie

Abstract: In the field of Marx’s thought, labor, as the most essential way of human existence and the basic
driving force of human historical development and progress, is the core topic concerned by historical
materialism. Therefore, in the construction process of contemporary Marxist ecological thought, “labor”, the
intermediary connection between man and nature, is an extremely important research dimension. The related ex-
position of “labor creates beauty” and “the law of beauty” in Marxs labor theory contains rich and profound eco-
logical aesthetic meaning, Starting from human labor practice, this theory advocates the unity of “natural beau-
ty” and “human nature beauty” of harmonious coexistence and sustainable development between man and na-
ture It is embodied in the classic “Trinity” structure of “the law of beauty”, “free labor” and “human essence”;
labor is the realistic intermediary that constructs the aesthetic relationship between man and natural ecology;
Free labor is an indispensable condition for the generation of “natural beauty” between man and nature; “The
law of beauty” is the internal scale of the ecological aesthetic implication of Marxs labor theory. Scientific inter-
pretation of the ecological aesthetic implication in Marxs labor theory is not only of great theoretical significance
for us to deeply understand the historical materialism basis of Marxs ecological thought and defend the ecology of
historical materialism labor theory; Moreover, it is of great practical significance to promote the return of the
practice subject to ecological humanity and cultivate the moral consciousness and ecological values of “truth,
goodness and beauty” consistent with ecological civilization,

Key words: labor; the beauty of nature; the law of beauty; ecological human nature



