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Practice Path and Construction Mechanism of Participatory
Community Governance

— A Multi-case Study Based on Interactive Ritual Theory
ZHENG Shan-shan

Abstract: The practice of participatory community governance in China contains two propositions: one
is how to effectively expand community participation, and the other is how to transform community par-
ticipation advantages into governance advantages. This paper introduces the interactive ritual theory,
and tries to put forward the micro idea of participatory community construction through the ethnographic
analysis of nine participatory community governance experiences. Based on the interactive framework,
the paper points out that the basic elements of interactive ritual are demand exploration, residents’ ac-
tivists, priority ranking and organizational security; the basic process of constructing interactive ritual
chain is mutual concern, emotional ties, public rules and interest protection; the core power of expan-
ding interactive ritual chain is to construct neighborhood community, shorten social distance and power
distance, and promote community integration. The emergence of interactive ceremony and the construc-
tion of interactive ceremony chain give an answer to the practical path of effectively expanding communi-
ty participation, and the construction and expansion of interactive ceremony chain reveal the transforma-
tion path from participation advantage to governance advantage. The conclusion of the study provides in-
spiration for promoting and optimizing the practice of participatory community governance.

Key words: participatory community; practice path; construction mechanism; interactive ritual theory
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