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C. J. Arthur’ s “New Interpretation” of Das Kapital and

Its Theoretical Crux
ZHOU Luping

Abstract; Christopher John Arthur (C J. Arthur) is an active promoter and ideological resource provider
of the “new dialectics movement” in Europe. Arthur’ s new dialectics, with the dialectics of value forms
as the main content, examines modern capitalist exchange methods It starts from the “relationship be-
tween form and content” and distorts the critical content presented in Das Ka pital. Specifically, Arthur’
s mistake is to regard the dialectical movement of value forms as the full picture of the historical move-
ment of capitalism, trying to re-examine the problem of capital exploitation based on this, and then
criticize the labor theory of value, the theory of surplus value and that of proletarian revolution, thus
criticize Das Kapital. The theoretical limitation of Arthur’ s new dialectics is that it fails to find that
the core of Das Kapital is not only the investigation of the exchange relationship of capitalism, but also
criticism of the intrinsic contradictions of capitalism.
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