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Interpretation of “Green Rules” in China’ s Civil Code:

Typification and Development of “Green Principles”
WU Liang-zhi

Abstract: The green principles and the green clauses in the chapters constitute the main body of the
green rules of China’s civil code. The green principle can be divided into two types, namely broad sense
and narrow sense, and three forms in narrow sense, namely positive one, negative one and neutral
one. Under the three forms, green and its surrounding terms can generate advocacy green rules, prohibi-
tive mandatory green rules and obligatory mandatory green rules through system interpretation and pur-
pose expansion interpretation respectively. Through systematic interpretation and objectively narrowed
interpretation, three different forms of green standards are directly invoked or transformed into green
standards.

Key words: green principle; green rules; types; green adjudicative rules



