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Legal Oberservations on China’s EIA Veto System
JIN Zi-ning

Abstract: China has established the unique EIA veto system ever since 2002, while there is an ongoing
debate as to its values. After analyzing the original legislative intentions, normative requirements of the
positive law, and its actual functions in practice, it is argued that the system is necessary under the spe-
cific social/political conditions for the purpose of incorporating environmental considerations into eco-
nomic decisions, and its veto effectiveness is also supported by the scientific finding of ecological thresh-
olds which are critical for sustainable development, so we shall not compromise but stick to the EIA ve-
to system and improve it by specifying the conditions for its application.

Key words: environmental impact assessment; EIA for construction project; EIA veto system; envi-

ronment incorporated decision-making
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