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Legal Thinking on the Responsibility of Ecological Restoration
in River Basin
CAI Huit lian

Abstract: From the viewpoint of the integrity of river basin ecosystem, the boundary of watershed eco-
logical restoration responsibility and its responsibility bearing should be clarified, and the legal respect
for natural laws and scientific legislation should be embodied, which is conducive to clarifying the re-
sponsibility of watershed ecological restoration, improving the responsibility of ecosystem restoration
system and strengthening the systematic management of the river basin ecological restoration. China’s
watershed ecological restoration has experienced a stage development process, from the early stage of
water quality and water quantity as a single element of the restoration focus, to the pursuit of the integ-
rity of the watershed ecosystem restoration. With the development of watershed ecological restoration in
stages, the contents of ecological restoration have appeared in relevant laws, judicial interpretations and
relevant policies and regulations, which constitutes the basis for the responsibility of watershed ecologi-
cal restoration. The responsibility of watershed ecological restoration is different from that of watershed
environmental pollution It is not appropriate to apply the responsibility of river basin ecological restora-
tion directly to the provisions of environmental pollution infringement. The responsibility of watershed
ecological restoration is also different from that of “restitution” in the civil law. It has many functions
and values in the object and scope of relief. The responsibility of river basin ecological restoration is sys-
tematic and complex, aiming at protecting ecological interests, and its value points to ecological public
interests. The publicity of watershed ecological interests requires that the government responsibility of
ecological restoration should be clearly defined, and the responsibility of multiple subjects of ecological
restoration should not be weakened, but should be strengthened. Therefore, the responsibility of wa-
tershed ecological restoration falls into the category of environmental law system, which can make insti-
tutional arrangements for the responsibility of ecological restoration.

Key words: watershed ecosystem; ecological restoration responsibility; environment pollution liability;

responsibility for restitution; ecological public interest



