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“Order of Ideas”. Differences, Transmutation and Reconstruction
of the Concept of “Ideology”
YANG Zhang-wen

Abstract: As one of the important topics in the field of philosophy and social science, ideological issues
have been attracting much attention from Antoine Distutt de Tracy, Karl Marx, Karl Mannheim,
Jiirgen Habermas and Slavoj Zizek. However. the concept of “Ideology” in the academic circle has great
differences after Marx. From the perspective of materialist history, the concept of ideology has the char-
acteristics of “adjust measures to local conditions”. The inherent logic of “regularity-universality-validi-
ty-technicality” contained therein, which can be elaborated as a “order of ideas”, requires general abid-
ance. The reconstruction of the nature and elements of the “ideological concept” will help to adhere to
the guiding position of Marxism in the ideological field, to resist the invasion of Western non-Marxist,
to learn deeply, understand thoroughly and make good use of Marxist class theory, thus providing the-
oretical guidance and practical guidance for the orderly construction of socialist ideological discourse sys-
tem with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

Key words: ideology; Marx; sociology of knowledge; science and technology; social existence



