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Criticism and Transcendence of Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism
on Classical Imperialism
KOU Qing-jie, HANG Zhou

Abstract: Lenin founded the theory of Marxist imperialism on the basis of criticizing and transcending
the theory of classical imperialism. From the perspective of “holistic” texts and comparative studies, the
criticism of Lenin’s imperialism on classical imperialism is shown in three ways: The first is to criticize
Hobson’s theory of “consumption shortage” (consumption shortage is not only the cause of overproduc-
tion and capital surplus, but also the result of improper distribution); The second is to criticize the
“one mistake and several shortcomings” of Hilferding (the mistakes of monetary theory, the inadequacy
of the definition of financial capital, the neglect of (almost) the division of the world, the neglect of the
relationship between imperialism, parasitism and opportunism); The third is to criticize Kautsky’s idea
of “what is imperialism” and “where does imperialism go” (the definition of imperialism and its wrong
root, super imperialism and its struggle strategy). The transcendence of Lenin’s imperialism over the
classical imperialism is reflected in three aspects: transcendence of view (scientific imperialism); the
transcendence of methods Chistorical materialism and dialectics); the transcendence of position (prole-
tarian internationalism).

Key words: imperialism; Lenin; Hobson; Hilferding; Kautsky
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