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On the Legal Paths and Essences about Structuring
Protected Area Systems
LIU Chao

Abstract: The reform goals of reconstructing the protected area system in China is to form a protected
area system with national parks as the main body, nature reserves as the foundation and various natural
parks as the supplement In order to establish a protected area system with scientific classification, clear
boundaries and explicit orientation, it is required to reorganize and reconstruct the various types of pro-
tected area that are scattered, blurred and overlapped before the reform. This reform needs the rule-of-
law guarantee provided by the work of legislation, reform, abolishment, and interpretation of legal
system It is urgent to formulate the Law of Protected Areas and the National Parks Law, and to a-
mend the existing legislations such as the Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on Nature Re-
serves., This systematic project of legal system reform must be based on clarifying the legal orientation of
natural protected area system structure. The legal approaches include defining the reasonable position of
special law in the legal system at the macro level and achieving the coherence of the legal system at the
micro level Specifically, the normative essentials of orientation of protected area system structure
should be carried out from the following aspects: defining the connotation of core concepts, clarifying
the basic principles and their value sequences, and refining the classification criterion of the protected
areas.

Key words: protected area; national parks; system; management objectives



