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Explorational Analysis and Integration of Multiple Theories
of Public Environmental Participation

SHI Ya-dong

Abstract: Public environmental participation involves many aspects, such as social politics, economy
and so on. However, there is a lack of research perspective and theoretical framework based on disci-
plines integration. Starting from the theories of public governance, environmental economics, institu-
tional economics, and social capital, this paper makes a detailed analysis of the multiple theoretical
sources of public participation in environmental governance It holds that the above theories respectively
provide theoretical basis for the “inevitability” of public participation in environmental governance, the
validity of public participation as an institutional and policy tool, and the motivation and path realization
of public participation. With the help of the rich connotation of social capital theory, the rational choice
paradigm it adopted, and the research perspective of its two-way influence from micro to macro, the
multiple theoretical sources of public environmental participation can be deeply integrated from the per-
spective of social capital theory, thus building a theoretical framework with cross-disciplinary boundary.
Key words: public environmental participation; public governance; institutional economics; environ-

mental economics; social capital



