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Marxs Theory of Social Time and the Construction of Peoples Good Life

Abstract: In Marx's theory, time is the process of human’s production and reproduction itself In time,
people take their “positive existence” to open up their “development space”, and to shape their “life
scale”, thus making their life colorful and meaningful. At present, the good life we strive to build is
aimed at making people live more abundantly and more meaningfully on the basis of material
satisfaction. Therefore, as far as the construction of people’s good life is concerned, Marx's time theory is
still in a state of historical presence, including the subjectivity presence, the generative presence and the
value presence. This requires us to grasp the quality of time, to tamp the material foundation of the good

life, to transform the pattern of time, to open up the multiple dimensions of the good life, to highlight

LI Yang

the meaning of time and to deepen the value purpose of the good life

Key words: Marx; social time; good life; material basis; life scale



