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Redefining the Right: A New Explanation of Environmental Law
LIANG Zhong

Abstract: Environmental interest can be divided into economic interest and ecological interest. The eco-
nomic interest of the environment is easily segregated and has been translated into property rights. The
ecological interest of the environment is a kind of Holistic and safeguarding interest, which can not be
transformed into specific legal rights. The protection of the ecological interest of environment is the pre-
requisite for the existence of property rights. Therefore, the protection of the environment is an inherent
requirement of property rights. The theory of redefining the right advocates that environmental law es-
sentially redefines the existing system of property rights by injecting ecological elements into the existing
property rights system and adjusting the boundaries of existing rights so that the economic and ecological
interests of the environment are balanced. From the perspective of the theory of redefining the bounda-
ries of rights, we can systematically explain the legislative purpose, the object of adjustment and the
means of adjustment of environmental law. We also can systematically explain the relationship between
environmental law and other sectoral laws

Key words: environmental right; environmental obligation; theory of redefining the right; property

right



