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Research on Mobilization, Environmental Awareness
and Garbage Classification Behavior

— An Empirical Study Based on Causal Mediation Analysis
LU Wei-xia, WANG Chao-jie

Abstract: Garbage classification is one part of urban environmental governance, and also the most effec-
tive solution to the threat of urban garbage in China. Although it has been advocated for nearly 20 years,
garbage classification still faces low participation rate and unsuccessful outcomes. Based on the survey
data, this paper uses mobilization theory in political science to explore the impact of different mobiliza-
tion ways on residents’ garbage classification behavior. The results show that framework mobilization,
incentive mobilization and membership mobilization have a positive impact on garbage classification be-
havior. Environmental awareness plays a mediation effect between framework mobilization, member mo-
bilization and garbage classification behavior, but does not have a mediation effect between incentive
mobilization and this behavior. It also shows mobilization plays an essential role in the implementation of
garbage classification policy. The more the residents are mobilized, the more they are likely to take up
garbage classification behavior regardless of their environmental awareness.

Key words: mobilization; environmental awareness; garbage classification behavior
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