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Modernization of Energy Governance: The Prospective of
Neo-Legal Formalism
LU Jiang

Abstract: The fourth plenary session of the 19th central committee of the Communist Party of China
formally adopted a new decision to advance the modernization of China’s system and capacity for govern-
ance In terms of adhering to and improving the system of ecological civilization, it is proposed to “pro-
mote the energy revolution and build a clean, low-carbon, safe and efficient energy system”. There-
fore, to accelerate the construction of a scientific and reasonable energy legal system has become an im-
portant mission and task for the modernization of energy governance and capacity for
governance. Undoubtedly, the neo-legal formalism provides an important theoretical purport for the for-
malization of the energy legal system It not only contributes to the formation of energy rationality, but
also can keep away the harm of instrumentalism and realize real energy innovation and
progress. Therefore, the formal construction of the modernization of energy law should be carried out
between the basic law, policy law and justice, so as to enable the energy basic law reflect the energy ra-
tionality, the policy act promote the energy practice, and the judicial rules guarantee the energy justice,
forming a united energy legal system.

Key words: energy law; legal formalism; modernization of energy governance; formal rationality; en-

ergy policy



