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Rethink and Reconstruction on the Responsibility of
Government Environmental Legal Responsibility
JIANG Yuan

Abstract: Environmental Law and its researchers often interpret the environmental legal responsibility
of the government as the responsibility objective of “improving environmental quality” and the specific
legal responsibility of achieving this objective. However, the regulatory responsibility and behavioral re-
sponsibility set by Environmental Law cannot guarantee the realization of the responsibility objective be-
cause the regulatory responsibility requires the government to be responsible for the regulatory effect,
while the behavioral responsibility requires the government to be responsible for the implementation of
the behavior. Only when the government is required to be responsible for the realization of the objective
can the goal responsibility be consistent with the responsibility objective In order to achieve this corre-
spondence, Environmental Law should set the responsibility of environmental quality objective based on
environmental protection considerations for the government in the form of environmental quality stand-
ards. As for the methods, Environmental Law should pay attention to improving the legal status of envi-
ronmental quality standards, exploring and ensuring the scientific and systematic nature of the quality,
and endowing the government with the responsibility of the goals in the form of the quality objectives,
so as to solve the problem of the government’s environmental legal responsibility.

Key words: environmental legal responsibility; regulatory responsibility; behavioral responsibility; en-

vironmental quality objective
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