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Whose Responsibility: Discourses of Responsibility Attribution in
Chinese Media Reporting on Climate Change

— Analyzing Coverage of Climate Change in People’s Daily and Southern
Metropolis Daily from 2010 to 2018

LI Jing

Abstract: Using framing as theoretical perspective and socio-cognitive discourse analysis as research
method, this study explored the discourses of responsibility attribution of climate change in People’s
Daily and Southern Metropolis Daily, from 2010 to 2018. The study revealed that media discourses of
responsibility attribution were mainly dependent on representing climate change as either an international
issue or a national issue International politics was the most significant theme in media reporting on cli-
mate change, accordingly responsibility of nations and responsibility divides among nations and allies
dominated media discourses. Recently, Chinese media also presented climate change as a national issue,
emphasizing government’s responsibility in policy-making and paying more and more attention to individ-
ual responsibility under local climatic or environmental risks. Nevertheless, the cognitive schema under-
pinning Chinese media reporting on climate change featured responsibility of a nation and its government
and responsibility divides among nations. The schema might exist in public's perception of media informa-
tion. The study extended the understanding of media representation of climate change, and made sugges-
tions for climate change communication practices.

Key words: climate change; responsibility attribution; framing theory; socio-cognitive discourse analy-

sis



