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Alternative Performance Method of Environmental
Administrative Fines
LIANG Xiao-min

Abstract: Administrative fines should have both punishment and recovery functions, but at present Chi-
nese administrative fines focus on its penalty function only. The Supplemental Environmental Projects
policy is an alternative performance of environmental administrative fines to mitigate some of the envi-
ronmental administrative fines at the cost of the violators acceptance of environmentally beneficial imple-
mentation projects which excess the legal requirements In the process of the emergence and application
of Supplementary Environmental Projects policy, there are two opposing positions: functionalism and
normativism. From the perspective of functionalism, Supplementary Environmental Projects policy can
produce law enforcement effects beyond the legal expectation and achieve the purpose of preventing and
relieving ecological (environmental) damage through environmental administrative fines and complete
the function of environmental administrative fines. From the perspective of normativism, the policy is
confronted with the question of its standardization, legality and technical rationality. Through normative
adjustment, policy institutionalization and technical control, it is possible that the system is embedded
in environmental administrative fines as an alternative way of performing environmental administrative
fines.
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