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Visible Disasters: Research on Natural Disaster Information
Dissemination by Short Video
GAO Cumrling, YANG Qing-yi

Abstract: Short videos break the monopoly of professional media on the production and dissemination of
natural disaster images. Ordinary netizens and government agencies have become the main body of natu-
ral disaster image dissemination. Short videos of natural disasters produced by netizens show a tendency
of entertainment and individualization, forming a deconstruction of the mainstream disaster discourse of
professional media. Short videos of natural disasters show a strong spectacular feature. Netizens are im-
mersed in image symbols and ignore the disaster itself. The presence of images leads to the absence of re-
ality. The personalized recommendation behind “Video Brushing” can easily lead to the “Matthew Effect”
of disaster information dissemination, which further affects the users’awareness of the importance of
natural disaster issues and brings the consequences of “Agenda Polarization” . With the help of short
videos of natural disasters, an “imaginary disaster community” is formed between netizens and video
photographers.

Key words: short video; disaster information dissemination; image steering; agenda polarization; “i-

maginary disaster community”
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