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Clarification of the Object of Environmental Civil Public
Interest Litigation
BO Xiao-bo

Abstract: The expansion of the range of plaintiffs that can bring civil actions is a significant characteris-
tic of environmental civil public interest litigation, but the decisive factor is the particularity of the ob-
ject of environmental civil public interest litigation. Environmental pollution or ecological damage may
simply cause damage to an environmental elements’ ecological value. However, it may also impact the e-
conomic value of the natural resources, and may also be detrimental to the personal health or properties.
Therefore, it can result in unitary or multiple damages to the public, state and individual interests,
which include pure ecological destruction, damage to the property rights of state-owned natural re-
sources, and damage to individual physical and property rights. To remedy these rights, it may be nec-
essary to file different types of lawsuits after behavior resulting in environmental pollution or ecological
damage occurs. The environmental public interest civil litigation system should exclusively be used to re-
lieve pure ecological damage. Clarifying the object of environmental civil public interest litigation is fun-
damental to the correct understanding of the concept of this kind of litigation and an indispensable basis
for clarifying various litigation systems relieving the environmental damage.

Key words: environmental public interest civil litigation; environment; natural resources; state inter—

ests; public interests



