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Supply Security Analysis of Chinas Critical Minerals
under the Sino— US Trade Change
WU Qiao-sheng, XUE Shuang-jiao

Abstract: The uncertainty in Sino-US trade has significantly increased since Trump took office, which
directly affects the supply security of critical minerals in China and the United States. Based on the theo-
retical explanation of transmition mechanism of mineral supply risk and the evolution of trade relations
between China and US, we analysed supply circumstances of critical minerals in China under the Sino-
US trade. Results show that: 1) China’s economic growth has changed the state of Sino-US trade, deep-
ening the economic cooperation between the two countries and the integration of critical minerals. The
role of critical minerals in the evolution of this competitive landscape has increasingly prominent impact
on the economies of the two countries In terms of the situation of the supply of cobalt resources, only
through resource cooperation and jointly promoting global resource security and balance can we achieve
their respective security goals 2) US has obvious market competitive advantages in critical minerals,
while institutional arrangements of critical minerals in China have more potential, and can pool re-
sources to address major problems In order to resolve the risks brought by Sino-US trade changes, sup-
ply security policy arrangements of critical minerals in China should be comprehensively implemented
from the following two aspects: Firstly, scientifically determine the types of critical minerals, assess
their safety, and conduct dynamics, and monitor early warning; Secondly, coordinate global re-
sources, take resources, industries and markets as the link, adapt to the requirements of ecological civi-
lization construction so as to realize the strategic transformation and plan for China’s centennial develop-
ment

Key words: critical mineral resources; supply security; global governance; Sino-US trade



