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Global Maritime Governance and BBNJ Agreement: Practical
Dilemma, Jurisprudential Construction and China’s Approach
JIANG He, HU Meng-da

Abstract: Global governance has become an inevitable trend for the rational exploitation and protection
of the ocean for mankind, and the conservation and sustainable use of the Biodiversity of Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) has turned out to be a hot issue. From the perspective of basic categories of
international law, the ignorance of responsibility of the BBN]J activities will weaken the political founda-
tion of international cooperation and cause the realistic dilemmas of ontology construction In terms of
relevance theory, the international community has reached consensus on partial rules of BBN] agree-
ment, but the different awareness and recognition of diversified subjects about the fundamental princi-
ples of the law of the sea has led to new conflicts. As a leading maritime power, it is requirable and inev-
itable for China to participate positively, help organize and build the BBN]J legal institutions to enhance
its growing comprehensive strength. The idea of Community of Shared Future for Mankind provides a
foundation for global maritime governance. Based on its value orientation of human subjectivity and sus-
tainable development, international soft law, with its flexibility and convenience, is an effective way to
regulate BBN]J issues. Through the interaction of nation soft power and international soft law, the culti-
vation of complex maritime rule of law talents will become an important initiative to enhance China’s a-
bility of agenda-setting and rule-making in the negotiation of BBNJ agreement. In this way, not only can
it be beneficial to facilitate the negotiations of the BBNJ agreement, but also it can help establish the in-
ternational image of China as a responsible and leading power in global maritime governance.

Key words: global maritime governance; BBNJ; basic categories of international law; community of

shared future for mankind



