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Analysis of the Network Structure of the “Belt and Road”
Communication on Twitter from the Field Perspective
ZHOU Xiang, WU Qian

Abstract: The global social platform Twitter has become a global public field for all kinds of communica-
tion subjects to participate in international communication. From the field perspective, this study uses
social network analysis to analyze the relationship network formed by Twitter users around the “Belt and
Road” issue and the structural position of China’s media accounts in this network, thus revealing the
problems of China’s use of social media for international communication. At the macro level, users in-
volved in discussing the “Belt and Road” issue have formed a sparse network on Twitter with the infor-
mation flow being poor. The small world phenomenon divided by countries is obvious, forming different
subfields in the overall field, and the main subjects of communication are from China, South Asia,
Southeast Asia, and the United States It appears that the offline structure moves up to the online
field China’s mainstream media accounts have not been able to occupy the core position of the overall
network, splitting into three echelons from the secondary center to the periphery. They fail to fully
transform social capitals into the field due to lack of interaction with other nodes on Twitter, thus fail-
ing to form a wide range of effective information diffusion. For China’s media, how to break through the
structural disadvantages on global social media in terms of the overall layout and specific approaches.,
and how to make full use of the important role of distributed network users in information diffusion are
the problems that need to be further explored.

Key words: Belt and Road; network structure; information diffusion; social network analysis



