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Jonathan Hughes’ s Ecological Examination of Historical
Materialism and Its Ecological Enlightenment

— An Analysis from the Perspective of Need
YU Ping

Abstract: Western environmentalists believe that historical materialism, especially the concept of need,
implies an anti—ecological tendency. In response to environmentalists’ accusations against Marx’ s his-
torical materialism, Jonathan Hughes, the famous contemporary environmental ethicist, made ecologi-
cal defense and ecological interpretation of historical materialism, and pointed out that Marx’ s concept
of human needs was ecologically sustainable. Although Hughes’ s ecological defense of historical materi-
alism has its shortcomings, the study of Hughes’ s ecological examination of historical materialism
from the perspective of need not only provides us with a unique perspective for interpreting the ecological
thinking in historical materialism, but also provides a useful ecological enlightenment for the construc-
tion of contemporary ecological civilization.

Key words: Hughes; historical materialism; concept of need; ecological examination; ecological en-

lightenment
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