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Terminological Analysis of “Social Ecological Transformation” Theory

— A Comparison with Brand’s Critical Political Ecology Theory
LI Xue-jiao

Abstract; The theory of “social ecological transformation” has gradually formed theoretical propositions
and policy orientations in the sense of emerging ontology, while Brand’s “critical political ecological the-
ory” as a paradigm dominated the orientation of this theory in political philosophy. However, the para-
digm is facing structural transformation dilemma and transformation impetus problems, which results in
the theory being not broad enough, the practical characteristics being relatively special and limited con-
vincing power. Therefore, in order to get the general conceptual system and analytical framework of the
theory of “social ecological transformation”, the author uses the method of term analysis to analyze the
“social ecological transformation” from the categories of “transformation”, “society” and “ecology” and
shows that it is a relatively radical and organic green left-wing theory which contains social justice and
ecological sustainability. The realization of transformation relies on the green state, the green spontane-
ous organization which incorporates the concept of “good life” into the long-term transformation goal
systematical based on the current alternative practice and transformation creativity. Following up the
new theory and analyzing its terminology will help to grasp the current situation of the Green left in con-
temporary Europe, judge and tap its development potential outside the continental version, and provide
a reference for China’s ecological governance issues.

Key words: social ecological transformation; terminological analysis; structural transformation dilem-

ma; difficulty of united impetus; environmental politics



