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Between Leniency and Strictness: Study on Judicial Application
of the Environmental Pollution Crime
AN Ran

Abstract: Since its birth in 2011, the Environmental Pollution Crime, which carries people’s urgent de-
sire for a good living environment, has been widely concerned by the society. The number of filings of
Environmental Pollution Crime in the last few years is considerable, playing a role in curbing the envi-
ronmental crisis to a certain extent. However, because the criminal policy unilaterally emphasizes the
strict regulation of Environmental Pollution Crime, and both the academic and practical circles have not
yet formed a scientific and unified understanding of the elements of the Crime, the handling of this crime
is quite rough in judicial practice, which is not conducive to the establishment of the national authority
of rule of law. Scientific regulation of Environmental Pollution Crime asks for the promotion of the con-
cept of criminal regulation from “eliminate”, “strike”, “punish” to “control”, and at the same time a
complete legislative and judicial mechanism should be built.

Key words: tempering justice with mercy; environmental pollution crime; un-balancedness of tempe-

ring justice with mercy; crime strike concept; sporty governance



