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Determination of the Third-Party’s Responsibility for Controlling
Secondary Environmental Pollution

— An Analysis from the Perspective of Legalization of Enterprises’

Environmental Credit Evaluation
LI Yi-ding

Abstract: The implementation of the third-party governance model of environmental pollution is to alle-
viate environmental pollution and ecological damage through specialization, marketization and intensifi-
cation. However, the original intention of the model will be violated once the secondary environmental
pollution occurs. To prevent and overcome the secondary environmental pollution, attention must be paid
to the identification, distribution and commitment of the third-party’s legal liabilities. The methods of an-
alyzing from the perspectives of identity, subjective fault, and legal hermeneutics, and defining the na-
ture of behavior by defining specific behavior patterns on which we judge whether the behavior is legal
and how to assume legal responsibility, cannot be adopted directly in the case related to the third par-
ty. Environmental legal responsibility evaluation of the third party needs to be innovated. Various sys-
tems of environmental pollution control models need to be coordinated. The concept of pluralistic govern-
ance and the legal system needs to be advocated. Regulation on the third party needs to be improved after
canceling compulsory license. Diversified environmental industries require multiple behavioral evaluation
methods. Considering the above situations, it is quite necessary to identify third-party legal responsibility
based on the results of corporate environmental credit evaluation. According to the status of environmen-
tal pollution of third-party governance in China, the legalization path of enterprise environmental credit
evaluation system mainly includes upgrading the legal effectiveness level of the 2013 version of the evalu-
ation method to departmental regulations It also should clearly define the application of the object ex-
pansion, the legal effect of the evaluation results, the establishment of credit repair rules, the classifica-
tion of third-party liability, and the evaluation of public substantive participation.

Key words: environmental pollution; third-party governance; secondary environmental pollution; legal

responsibility; environmental credit evaluation system; law-based regulation



