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Traditional Hermeneutics and the Journalistic Objectivity of
the Fact-Correspondence Theory
LIU Guo-giang, TU Xiao-rui

Abstract: Journalistic objectivity has always been a controversial issue. This paper tries to answer the
theoretical question of how journalistic objectivity is possible from the perspective of hermeneutics,
through combining the development of hermeneutics and the change of the concept of journalistic objec-
tivity. The paper mainly examines the hermeneutics before Gadamer, especially Dilthey’s hermeneutics
and the practice of journalistic objectivity under the influence of his concept of objectivity. The paper
holds that the traditional hermeneutics establishes the rationality of the idea of journalistic objectivity
based on the fact-correspondence theory, thus forming the normative theory of journalistic objectivity in
the early 20th century. However, the epistemological dilemma of the fact correspondence theory also
casts a shadow on the journalistic objectivity. The study finds that hermeneutics transits from the meth-
odology of spiritual science to philosophical ontology and epistemology, thus making the journalistic ob-
jectivity change from certainty to standardization and construction.

Key words: traditional hermeneutics; journalistic objectivity; Dilthey; the fact-correspondence theory
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