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A Textual Research on the Concept of Ecological Justice
LANG Ting-jian

Abstract: Defining ecological justice is a meta-problem in the study of ecological justice, with self —evi-
dent theoretical value and practical significance. There will be different forms of interpretation and defi-
nition of ecological justice under different disciplinary backgrounds. For instance, ecological justice is in-
terpreted as moral norm in ecological ethics; environmental justice theorists define it as distribution jus-
tice, while ecological socialism represented by O’Connor and Joel Kovel interprets it as productive jus-
tice. The above three interpretation forms of ecological justice have their rationality as well as inevitable
limitations. Through the textual research on the concept of ecological justice, the author insists that eco-
logical justice belongs to human nature and only exists in the social relations among people. As one cate-
gory of social justice, it is fundamentally the justice of production relations

Key words: ecological justice; moral norm; distribution justice; productive justice; justice of produc-

tion relations



