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Mobility and Boundary: Digital Ego in Adolescents’
Mobile Phone Using

ZHU Lrli, WEI Wei

Abstract: This study focuses on the current high school students in China’s education system, using a
combination of deep interview and participatory observation method, and discuss how this particular age
group mobilize mobile phones in everyday games with families and schools to challenge itself as a dual
role of “students” and “children” in society expectancy. Families, schools and peer groups constitute the
“social micro-environment” of adolescents, and the entry of mobile phones has brought about the recon-
struction of the two aspects of “mobility” and “boundary”. As a result, adolescents confirm an new kind
of digital ego with features of “finished packaging”., “performance” and “fluxion” .

Key words: adolescent; mobile phone; digital ego; role consultation; social micro-environment
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