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On Changes of Research Approaches to Environmental Rights

— Book Review of New Development of Environmental Rights Theory
WANG Xiao-gang

Abstract: There are three changes of research approaches to environmental rights implicit in the book
New Development of Environmental Rights Theory, i e., from procedural rights to substantive
rights, from derivative rights to independent rights, and from collective rights to individual
rights. Moreover, we can further think about the fourth change of research approach, thatis, from so-
cial rights to solidarity rights In the context that the current academic circles place too much emphasis
on procedural, derivative, collective and social aspects of environmental rights, it is of great theoretical
reflection significance to highlight substantive, independent, individual and solidarity aspects of envi-
ronmental rights in the level of the changes of research approaches. Of course, the constitutional confir-
mation of environmental rights mainly depends on political decision rather than on theoretical reflection.
Key words: environmental rights; substantive rights; independent rights; individual rights; solidarity

rights



