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“Strong Ties” v. s. “Weak Ties” — Research on the Path of Social
Interaction on Chinese Urban Resident’s Household Energy-Saving Behaviors
YIN Jian-hua, SHI Shao-qing

Abstract: How to effectively reduce household energy consumption has always been the focus of atten-
tion in all countries In addition to economic incentives, social interventions have received increasing at-
tention from scholars In social interactions, whether the Weak Ties that acts as an information bridge
or the Strong Ties as a relationship network can better promote household energy-saving behaviors has
become a topic of concern for scholars, Based on the Weak Ties Hypothesis, Strong Ties Hypothesis and
embeddedness perspective, this paper uses sample survey data and verification through structural equa-
tion models to conduct an empirical analysis on the mechanism of social interaction affecting the energy
conservation behavior of Chinese urban households. Through the two-stage test of the direct model and
the intermediary model, the following conclusions are drawn: 1) Social interaction significantly pro-
motes Chinese urban resident’s household energy saving behaviors; 2) Compared with Strong Ties,
Weak Ties can promote Chinese urban resident’s household energy saving behaviors; 3) The improve-
ment of energy conservation knowledge has played an important role in promoting Chinese urban

¢

resident’s household energy saving behaviors, The research conclusions show that the “weak ties” acting
as the Information Bridge can promote Chinese urban resident’s household energy saving behaviors
through the diffusion and dissemination of energy saving knowledge. This conclusion not only verifies the
applicability of the Weak Ties Hypothesis in the field of household energy-saving behaviors, but also
further confirms the applicable boundary of the Strong Ties Hypothesis.

Key words: social interaction; strong ties; weak ties; embeddedness; energy saving behaviors
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